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NEWBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL.  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, held at the Jubilee Room, All Saints Church, Newborough, on Monday 

22nd May 2017 at 7.30pm. 

 
Councillors Present: Cllrs Waite (in the Chair), Gill, Bell, Fletcher, Instone, County Councillor Julia Jessel. 
June Bullingham – Parish Clerk. 

.    
 
Public Present: 1 Parishioner, PCSO Lucy Hadfield..  
 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Borough Councillor Alan Johnson, Cllr Sherwood and a parishioner. 
 
 

2 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 23RD MAY 2016 
      Copies of the minutes of last year’s Annual Parish Meeting were circulated. 
      Cllr Waite (Chair) asked for a proposer and a seconder for the minutes. Proposed by Cllr Bell 
      and seconded by Cllr Fletcher. The only parishioner attending the meeting approved that  
      the minutes were now a true record of the 2016 Annual Parish Meeting. All agreed. 
 

3 MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE  MINUTES 
There were no matters arising. 
 
 

4  POLICE REPORT 
PCSO Lucy Hadfield arrived at 8.30pm, just as the meeting had closed. She said there wasn’t a lot 
to report, apart from incidents of sheep worrying. Lucy also mentioned that there are Junior police 
cadet classes being run for 13/14 year olds.  

 
 

5.    CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
   Cllr Waite said “Hopefully everyone present has read Newborough’s annual newsletter,  
       nothing else to add”. 

 
 

6.  ANNUAL ACCOUNTS: Unaudited Balance sheet.  
Cllr Waite started by saying that the Internal auditor had complimented the Clerk on excellent record keeping. 
The accounts include the funding received for the Neighbourhood plan and also donations received for the 
Well dressing. The money held in the Tinks croft account was used for the new Newborough signs, 50% match 
funding was received from Neighbourhood forum, for which we are very grateful to ESBC. The Tinks croft 
account is now closed. 
 

 
7. Report from Borough & County Councillors. 

             Borough Councillor Alan Johnson was unable to attend the meeting, below is the report he 
             e-mailed to the Clerk. Copies were available for parishioners. 

 

 Borough Councillor Annual Report 
 

The last twelve months have proved to be very busy for both myself and for ESBC. 
The WASP fund underwent a relaunch and became the Councillors Community Fund. The basic 
premise stayed the same with a £1,000 being awarded to each councillor to use for community 
projects within their Ward. 
I am pleased to be currently working on a project with the Parish Council for this year’s application. 
From this month a new Neighbourhood Fund will be in place. It is a rolling programme over three 
years and the process will be in three stages during which bidders can be supported though the 
process by a member of the Neighbourhood team. 
The application process is competitive – applications will be judged and scored against criteria and 
against the quality and need of other applicants. 
We have continued to provide the ‘free after three’ service on our Town Centre car parks, this 
enables free parking after 3 o’clock every afternoon. 
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ESBC have been able to uphold there pledge to not to increase our portion of the Council Tax. 
ESBC is among only 6% of District Councils country wide to have frozen Council Tax, an 
achievement that we are very proud of and hope is well received! 
We were able to introduce new Dog Orders throughout the Borough, introducing fines to dog walkers 
who are found not to be in possession of poo bags. 
Closer to home, I am presently in the process of arranging for a new Dog/Litter bin to be installed in 
Newborough. 
Our Local Plan is proving to be one of the most successful in the Country with several applications 
by developers being defeated at planning appeal. 
Now that the Newborough Neighbourhood Plan has been made, I am sure that it will prove to be an 
invaluable tool to prevent unwanted development as has been the case in other areas of the 
Borough. 
Our Planning department is operating with 100% performance recorded in February, meaning that all 
planning applications are being dealt with within the optimum time frame. We will be increasing 
planning charges from July this year. The estimated £80,000 projected to be raised will be invested 
back into the planning department to pay for IT development and staff training. 
Hopefully during the next twelve months I will be able to continue to help with projects in the village 
Cllr Alan Johnson 
 
Congratulations were given to County Councillor Julia Jessel. The Council also said that thanks 
should go to Tim Corbett.  
Cllr Jessel started her report with saying that potholes are a problem for all – they touch everyone’s 
lives. 
She went on to say that on Thursday it was announced that there will be an extra five million pounds 
to spend on the back log of potholes. Some of the repairs to the potholes have not lasted, as a 
consequence there is to be a performance review on the contract.  
Fly tipping is another problem, it has been reported that three arrests have been made and there are 
further investigations. They are criminal gangs and they rent empty factory/agricultural units to fill 
them with rubbish and then disappear. Leaving the owners of the units with costs. Anyone with an 
empty shed/unit should be very wary. A parishioner said that there are differing types of fly tipping, 
rubbish such as mattresses being abandoned on countryside verges. The council charging for 
people to take their rubbish to the local council tip will encourage more to discard their rubbish 
anywhere they please. This is surely a retrograde step. 
Cllr Jessel said that when she was campaigning she thought it would be a good idea for all parishes 
to have a collective meeting to discuss their needs from the Highway budget. This could lead to 
more open views and collectively may come up with what is a priority. Cllr Gill agreed, would like to 
share views. 
Cllr Waite said that parking and speeding is still a problem for Newborough. 
 

 
8. HIGHWAYS 

The Council has worked with Richard Rayson (Highways) and Tim Corbett trying to resolve 
problems. Children’s safety is a concern when walking to school, especially the walk from the pub 
car park, alongside the wall of the pub. In the winter 25% of the village square was like an ice rink. 
All of the drains are ancient, however we have permission for the Lengthsman to access these 
drains to clear them out. Speeding is still a problem – A report was received on the speed of 
motorists through Newborough This report was to guide Highways and the Police. It was 
recalculated by a Councillor, taking out those who do not speed – they are not a problem. This gave 
a different picture to present to Highways and the police. The build out on Duffield Lane is still a 
problem, in fact, dangerous. It would be better if it was removed completely rather than leave it as it 
is. A double chicane would be more suitable and the Council is prepared to cover some of the cost. 
Cllr Gill will raise this with Richard Rayson. There have been several additions to the village – New 
Newborough signs, Gateways, cycle racks, oak posts and planting. Improvements have been made 
to Duffield Green, the Gazebo and the main well. The Council is trying very hard to improve the 
village of Newborough. Unfortunately Newborough has few volunteers and it is volunteers that make 
a difference to a village.    
 

 
9. LIVE AND LOCAL 

The council decided not to continue with putting on further shows. The show was very good but, only 
a few Newborough residents attended. This resulted in only just ‘breaking even’.   
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10. QUESTIONS FROM THE PARISHIONERS  
The parishioner asked about speed watch. Cllr Bell said that not a lot was happening, due to 
weather and the work being carried out by South Staffs water. Cllr Bell was asked about the signs. 
She said that a six-month report has to be sent and it could take up to a year for it to be approved. 
The big problem is not having volunteers, Cllr Waite said she would send out another e-mail asking 
for volunteers. 
Excellent work has been done on the village web site by Cllr Fletcher and Waite. Cllr Fletcher 
mention that she had discussed with the Clerk, putting documents from e-voices onto the new Web 
site. This will be discussed under Councillors reports at the next PC meeting. Cllr Waite asked Cllr 
Jessel if there was anything she would like to put on the website. With the ‘Ironman cycle race’ 
coming through the village again this year, pot holes were discussed. There was an accident in the 
centre of the village last year and the Council wanted to know if pot holes would be targeted, ready 
for the Ironman event. Cllr Waite said she would report this on the SCC website. 
Cllr Waite said “Thank you all, especially Julia for attending the meeting and we look forward to 
working with you”. 
 
There was no other business. It was at this stage that PCSO Lucy Hadfield arrived. She gave her 
report – Agenda item 4. 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting closed at 8.35 pm 
 
 
 
 

Signed.............................................    Date................................................... 


